
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘’It has been a busy few months in the world of social mobility. Access Accountancy gained 
exposure through a joint Patron Group letter to the FT, while former Education Secretary, Justine 
Greening MP, launched the Social Mobility Pledge.  I am pleased to see many Access Accountancy 
signatories have already signed up to the Pledge and I would encourage others to do the same. I 
hope many of you were able to participate in the 2018 Social Mobility Employer Index. Good luck 
to those who did. 

It’s also been a busy time for Access Accountancy. I’m happy to confirm that all working groups 
are now up and running, with a number of new members who I’d l ike to welcome. It’s great to 
have you on board! We had a fascinating discussion at the Patron Group on progression too – a 
hot topic, highlighting common barriers and exploring how we might work to address them 
collectively as a sector. Watch this space.’’ 

                                        Rachel Hopcroft, Access Accountancy’s Patron Group Chair and KPMG Head of Corporate Affairs 

 

What’s on? Upcoming events 

15th May: Bridge Group conference 

The Bridge Group is holding its third annual conference, Raising the Stakes: Collective Action in Pursuit of Social Mobility. 
The event will  be hosted at KPMG where senior leaders, policymakers, practitioners and experts from across sectors 
will  come together to consider the persistence of social inequality in the UK.  

Places are now closed but please follow the conversation on Twitter at #bgconference18. The Bridge Group will also 
keep their web page updated with the latest schedule, which will  be available soon. 
 

16th May: National Numeracy Day  

UK’s first ever National Numeracy Day, where employers and educators will come together to celebrate numeracy and 
the importance of numbers in everyday l ife, is soon upon us. You can find out more here. 
 
21st May: Social Mobility APPG 

The next meeting will  take place on Monday the 21st May from 15.30 to 17.30 in the House of Commons.   

This will  be the third session of the group's inquiry into the 'regional attainment gap'. 

Recent social mobility publications and government news  

Social Mobility Pledge 

The Social Mobility Pledge was launched by the former Education Secretary, Justine Greening MP on the 28th March. 
The Pledge represents three key commitments from businesses: partnering with schools, providing access to work 
experience and/or apprenticeships for disadvantaged young people; and adopting open recruitment practices which 
promote a level playing field. 

The Pledge has already secured support from across the business world with major employers Aviva, Adidas, Clifford 
Chance, Grant Thornton, KPMG, PwC and others. 

Sign up today! 

 
Access Accountancy letter to the Financial Times 

Read the 12th April letter in the Financial Times from Access Accountancy on how we are levell ing access to the 
profession. A big thank you to the Engagement Group and Patron Group for making this happen. 
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https://thebridgegroup.org.uk/event/bridge-group-annual-conference/
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/
https://www.socialmobilitypledge.org/aboutthepledge/
https://www.socialmobilitypledge.org/signup
https://www.ft.com/content/3af17186-3da0-11e8-b7e0-52972418fec4


As a profession, we must continue to work together to promote and support diversity, social mobility and opportunities 
for all. Highlighting the accountancy profession’s work in this area is key, both to share best practice and to encourage 
the wider business community to follow suit.   


